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ADMINISTRATION OF PUBLIC AND OF PRIVATE FUNDS 
BY PUBLIC AND BY PRIVATE AGENCIES 


During 1929 relief from public funds was usually administered by 
public agencies and relief from private funds by private agencies. 
In several areas, however, private agencies carried responsibility for 
administering all or part of the relief financed from public funds. 
The expenditure from public funds for relief administered by private 
agencies was $498,520 in 1929—3 percent of the total expenditure 
from public funds for direct and work relief in the 120 urban areas 
and about 5 percent of the total expenditure for relief administered 
by private agencies. A small amount from private funds ($6,622) 
was used for relief administered by public agencies (tables 1, 6, and 7. ) 

Between 1929 and 1932 the amount and proportion of the public 
funds expended by private agencies and the amount and proportion 
of the private funds expended by public agencies increased rapidly. 
In 1932, $27,783,151 from public funds was administered by private 
agencies. This amount was about 13 percent of the total expended. 
during the year from public funds for direct and work relief and 36 
percent of the total expended for relief administered by private 
agencies. The amount expended from private funds for relief ad- 
ministered by public agencies was $6,590,791 in 1932, or 12 percent 
of the total expenditure for relief from private funds and 3 percent 
of the total expenditure for relief administered by public agencies. 

The availability of Federal funds under the provisions of the 
Federal Emergency Relief Act of 1933 caused changes in a number of 
areas in procedures in financing and administering relief. Following 
a requirement of the Federal Emergency Relief Administration in 
August 1933 that public funds for relief be administered by public 
agencies, the amount expended from public funds by private agencies 
dropped sharply, but the rise prior to August had been large enough 
to make the total for the year larger than that for the preceding year. 
During 1934 and 1935 the proportion of the total expenditure from 
public funds for direct and work relief that was administered by private 
agencies was negligible, but the proportion of the total expenditure 
from public funds for such relief that was administered by private 
agencies was the same as in 1929. 

Expenditure from private funds for relief administered by public 
agencies decreased rapidly between 1932 and 1935. In 1935 the 
amount was negligible in relation both to the total amount expended 
By public agencies and to the total amount expended from private 

unds. 
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Because of the use of public funds for relief administered by private 
agencies and the use of private funds for relief administered by public 
agencies, the expenditure for relief administered by public and by 
private agencies shown in table 7 is significantly different, especially in 
1931, 1932, and 1933, from the expenditure from public and from private 
funds shown in table 1 (p. 10). 

The difficulties involved in maintaining a record system showing 
the number of cases aided from public and from private funds by 
agencies financing relief costs from both sources made it impossible to 
secure data on the number of cases aided except in relation to the 
total expenditure for relief by the agency. For certain agencies, 
especially during the earlier years, reports on the number of cases 
aided were not available, although information on the monthly 
amount expended could be reported. 

The data presented in table 8 on the average monthly number of 
cases aided during the year through different types of relief and the 
average monthly relief per case follow the plan of classification used 
in the summaries of agency expenditure shown in table 7. The group 
of agencies is smaller, however, as only the agencies were included 
for which comparable data were availiable for all years included in 
the study. No totals of data on cases are presented because of the 
duplication in the cases aided by more than one agency during the 
same month and the varying extent of this duplication during the 
period studied with its rapidly changing programs of relief adminis- 
tration in Many areas. 


TABLE 8.— Average monthly number of cases aided by public and by private agencies 
through different types of relief and average monthly relief per case in 120 urban 
areas; 1929-35 


Administrative agency and 
type of relief 1929 | 1930 | 1931 | 1932 | 1933 | 1934 1935 
Average monthly number of cases aided 
Direct and work relief: 
ate Fone f 34, 180 3, 244 463, 
eneral relief___--___ at 73, 2 178, 066 , 157 | 1875, 655 ec ~ 
Veterans’ relief_______ 6,505 | 10,719 | 19,623| 36,731 | 138,601 \2s *1, 825, 672 |°48 2, 048,085 
Joint public and private 
Apenciessesee == 2 1 2, 281 6, 931 13, 289 31, 367 44020) |e Se hee ah ee 
Private agencies: 
General relief by— 
Nonsectarian 
agencies_______. 21, 536 | 33, 502 89, 207 168, 316 151, 043 25, 616 21, 010 
Jewish agencies_-; 5,046} 5,622 7, 976 11, 664 12, 359 7, 664 6, 519 
Catholic agencies_} 3, 706 4, 942 9, 550 12, 974 11, 266 5, 17 4, 628 
Salvation Army_-| 9,040 | 13, 554 24, 799 19, 853 17, 202 9, 902 9, 141 
Emergency-relief 
committees == |-=-_- === 640 5, 891 17, 538 Si B79 fe See ee aes ee eee 
Other private 
agencies____-___ 4, 298 5, 017 8, 378 13, 904 27, 683 7, 231 5, 507 
Veterans’ relief._.___- 2,692 | 3,714 4, 632 7, 508 10, 642 4, 388 4, 264 
Work relief only: 
iPublicagencieS.=~—-—=.=.|-5-s2-s< 1, 089 22, 461 54, 243 112, 072 (4) (4) 
Private agencies_.-__..___ 16 3, 591 23, 377 30, 858 24, 730 2, 429 1, 152 
Special allowances: 
WMothers aide 2 31, 849 | 33, 683 38, 443 43, 667 46, 647 47, 499 48, 817 
Old-age assistance-_____-_ 52 2, 834 27, 305 44, 693 49, 518 61, 329 119, 492 
Aid to the blind__-______- 6, 546 etal 8, 542 | 9, 429 10, 030 10, 226 12, 062 
| 


See footnotes at end of table. 
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TABLE 8.—Average monthly number of cases aided by public and by private agencies 
through different types of relief and average monthly relief per case in 120 urban 
areas; 1929—35—Continued 


Administrative agency and 
type of relief 1929 | 1930 | 1931 | 1932 | 1933 | 1934 | 1935 


Average monthly relief per case 


Direct and work relief: 
Public agencies: 


General relief___--___ $23. 02 | $24. 67 $21. 34 $20.71 | 1 $21. 41 
Veterans’ relief_______ 27,21| 30.17] 3201| 26.39] 126.12 } ?34$27.66 | 3 44 $31. 20 
Joint public and private 
ar enciests 223255 14.38 | 16.63 16. 19 13, 22 16.08 | eoeption. Soh acel| bee 
Private agencies: 
General relief by— 
Nonsectarian 
agencies________ 17.17.) - 16. 75 17. 96 16. 24 16. 55 21. 94 22. 49 
Jewish agencies_-| 37.86 | 36.86 35. 07 31. 64 29. 14 28. 89 27.77 
Catholie  agen- 
less =<. Se tae 15.80 | 15.85 16. 46 14. 96 15. 49 19. 18 19. 06 
Salvation Army__ Bey 3.10 5. 84 6. 92 7.19 6, 27 6. 21 
Emergency-relief 
Committees. eee 5. 56 ibe 12. 54 9.06", Sssoccee sae =| Se eee 
Other private 
agencies_______-_ 12571 12. 55 11. 08 8. 91 6. 07 10. 20 10. 79 
Veterans’ relief_..____} 12.61 | 10. 55 11. 33 8.77 8. 59 7. 68 8. 68 
Work relief only: 
Public agencies_______.--]-.------ 22. 31 24. 57 42. 30 36. 14 (4) (4) 
Private agencies___-_---- (8) 41.17 43. 75 35. 41 26.17 30. 72 31. 89 
Special allowances: 
Wothers: ares een ee 42.23 | 42.95 45. 80 44, 23 39. 55 39. 86 40. 22 
Old-age assistance__._--__- 14.25 | 24.20 30. 10 27. 51 23. 98 21. 62 20. 57 
Aid to the blind_.______- 16.09 | 17.40 18. 26 18. 74 19. 07 22. 83 24. 01 
Percent change in average monthly number of cases aided from— 
1929 to | 1930 to 1931 to 1932 to 1934 to 
1930 | 1931 1932 ess ipmliieen ee 1935 
Direct and work relief: Pim SSeS Neen ee Se 
Puble agencies: , ive 443 4 
eneralereliehs sce tone ee 11 1 +160 1 +89 ‘ 345 +-12 
Veterans’ relief......|__.--... 4-65 +83 +87 TPs |} 224 -+100 
Joint public and private 
Arenciesss eet SEL! ea +204 -+92 +136 48") oo ease |e 
Private agencies: 
General relief by— 
Nonsectarian 
agencies____-__-- Bee ete i) +166 +89 =i) —83 —18 
Jewish agencies__|_.._.--- +11 +-42 +46 +6 —38 —15 
Catholic agencies_|_--____- +33 +93 +36 —13 —54 —-ll 
Salvation Army-_|----.--- +50 +83 —20 —13 —42 —8 
Emergency-relief 
committees:| 2 )|2.--—-!5|=2Aae5-— +821 +198 8S ee ee 
Other private 
agencies... 22 25--)| =-3-=!- +17 +67 +66 +99 —74 —24 
Veterans’ reliefs: -23-"|--22--2- +38 +25 +62 +42 —59 —3 
Work relief only: 
PUbC aezencies 6-2. fee] See es eee +1, 963 +141 +107 (4) (4) 
Privateiagencies.__-.-!.._|------+ (8) +551 +32 —20 —90 —53 
Special allowances: 
IMBOUHers? aid eae aa ae Se +6 +14 +14 +7 +2 +3 
Old-age assistance_____.-_|_-.------ (6) +864 +64 +11 +24 +95 
Agdtortherblinde pre fee oec eae +18 +11 +10 +6 +2 +18 


1 Excludes cases aided only through employment under the Civil Works Administration, November 
and December. 

2 Excludes cases aided only through employment under the Civil Works Administration, January-March. 

3 Cases aided through general relief and through veterans’ relief were not reported separately in certain 
areas in which local administration of the two types of relief was combined in 1934 and 1935. 

4 Cases aided only through work relief are included in the unduplicated count of cases receiving direct 
and work relief. 
=. Excludes cases aided only through employment under the Works Progress Administration, August- 

ecember. 

6 Not computed. 
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Cities included in plan for reporting current relief siatistics and the territory and 


population to which reports relate, by geographic division; 1929-35 


Geographic division, State, and Territory of urban area to which ioe mation 
city reports relate ! ce 4 fa 
New England: 
Connecticut: 
1929-33—city of Bridgeport, 183, 146 
Bridpoportes.. syhe- es bonne of Fairfield and Strat- 
Past 0 Ciby= 4 oe ~ 6 Pine 146, 716 
Bartiord2 oOo sear i Re ee ei bine Ge ges 164, 072 
News Britain =< 79000) waitin: (9 Ko ph) SUR AES a MR! by uads cs 68, 128 
INewsHavens=—)-Ti0 Jie igrsr ad endo t it tM A 162, 655 
Maine: 
Portland 20070 No Sieh (GLv i ae LE SSP eee 70, 810 
Massachusetts: 
Boston Shor. BUH eA Le OES CAT AI A ene le a 781, 188 
Brockton’ «TOwGe 10. vitae ‘SAG ool PU A. Pee 63, 797 
Cambridge! Ngo Saeki gia Sts, Sh 28 2 2 oleh, pee 113, 643 
Hall River... Oia) jyiors Le | aE Os. ean 15 274: 
Lawrence. A10U0_) Tan |<-Gas OIC tt ih ee 8 ae 85, 068 
Dowel aeweau yl io Vibreni OlC al) STEN Get aed Sa 100, 234 
Erin SGA ADI OIN GTB ase oe ane ed 102, 320 
Malden..t0 0 2 BS Vir ih ety eae Ch ars Lites Gn PT ee 58, 036 
New Bedtord 2 Oniai ures geet tines lo en eat oe 112, 597 
SNUG ne Dh le elles Gigi cakes Le gue age eee 65, 276 
ree aes of Springfield, 171, 021 
: towns of Longmeadow and 
epenebeld stem 4.44: West Springfield. 
NOS 4 ao Citys =. | Wlagyi) 149, 900 
Worcester. 2. 9). 8 hive mem eae ie oe ee. 195, 311 
Rhode Island: 
Providence. 9-2) eer AGE ok Bile ter eee Oe 252, 981 
Middle Atlantic: 
New Jersey: 
Jemey- City ~tetho iat ho CON te 5 dL eee ee UM 316, 715 
Wewark >» == +.-. .. UDP OG Cer US bins bate RP ea 442, 337 
The Oranges. + __- -| Cities of Orange and East 162, 697 
Orange, town of West Orange, 
village of South Orange, 
township of Maplewood. 
Wrentons. 22.25.49. SH SS, EE ea ie eea Dees 123, 356 
New York: 
AN etrys Rep WP SY Ret Clive. 2 1g) ns 127, 412 
Biititlo= <2 <-- «ee oro) ane Cmiinvy. 2). Day 762, 408 
Newelochelled V9) ons roy seat SER eh 54, 000 
WewaWorkunitiw 202) louie Bee Soh Ae gee ees 6, 930, 446 
NisgaragPallaca- (20000 [s0bT CAC AEE Beecher cates abet iS, deel aera 75, 460 
Rochester <2 => = 6 - VIADC)E Sit ipsa eS Meee 88 SAS oye a be 328, 132 
SVPACUSCLI aes Be Anny) (Cay, es ST 209, 326 
Winica te. ONO ANT ED I “Spe CORE ee Pe 101, 740 
Yonkers_____ Bit SRS SUI EN SS (aoe ES eee Pe a eee 134, 646 
Pennsylvania: 
Allentown «ee 2 Daest ait Mehishy County 4 eis efi 172, 893 
Altoona yee Ge WT 4 BinmCountys.. se) 139, 840 
tO2Y Sop Cy ee te 57, 892 
1) Ce ee 1934-35— Northampton County_ 169, 304 


! In certain urban areas reports were available fors 
E, pp. 86, 90, 93. 
according to the 1930 census. 


the territory shown in tables C, D, and 
Based on population of the urban area 


Pecial allowances from public funds only in relation to 
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Cities included in plan for reporting current relief statistics and the territory and 
population to which reports relate, by geographic division; 1929—85—Continued 


Geographic division, State, and | Territory of urban area to which oe 
city reports relate 4 ae an 
Middle Atlantic—Continued. 
Pennsylvania—Continued. 
Ghestens. 2. Mare ee Delaware County —-_-_)-_Y2 2222. 280, 264 
J ei ape pees axe dente | Soares rie COU. © me ne oe ee 175, 277 
Harrisburg’_______..__..| Dauphin County, Perry County, 200, 584 
and part of Cumberland 
County. 
Johmstowae so. a= 24) Cambria: Couniby 2.4 bus aes 203, 146 
1929-33—-Lancaster, city and 64, 827 
Mancastenes yas. = eae township. 
1934-35—Lancaster County -_ -_- 196, 882 
Piniladelphig=es) ae Philadelphia County.__-_------ 1, 950, 961 
Piucepurgne ooh oe Allegheny County_-__---------- 1, 374, 410 
Readinigir ss is eles aS Berks! Comnbye ee" <2 ee Donal 
1929-33—city of Scranton and 166, 060 
Seo. Bus ode She borough of Dunmore. 
1934-35—Lackawanna County -- 310, 397 
1929-33—city of Sharon, 4 bor- 53, 660 
Rig aa | oughs in Mercer County, and 
ceiwatrir Rete oe ea | Masury, Ohio. 
(1934-35— Mercer County ____--- 99, 246 
1929-33—city of Wilkes-Barre, 227, 442 
mane and 13 boroughs and 5 town- 
Wilkes-Barre___-----_-. ships in Luzerne County. 
1934-35— Luzerne County___-_-- 445, 109 
North Central: 
Illinois: 
Chicsgoe = ster oo = seme Cook County] 2 ee 3, 982, 123 
1929-33—city a aac gp or: 82, 367 
: townships of Springfield and 
Springfield 2-02 eles Woodside. 
1934-35—Sangamon County____ 111, 733 
Indiana: 
Eves villess 2 * ee Vanderburgh County______-__- 113, 320 
1929-33—city._____.-------se6 114, 946 
Fort Wayne------------ Figg ea he County 28 ae 146, 743 
Indianapolise= 222252250 Marion County _ = 2-52. eke 422, 666 
1929-33—city ____ 2222 2 re 104, 193 
South Bend__------_--- (ig ee Joseph County___- ee 033 
1929-33—city--- 2-9 S22 See , 810 
Terre Haute----------- (1934-82 Vino Countya===—=e 98, 861 
lowa: las 
: 1929—-33—city______-----.---<8 , 559 
LPI NN Boe te 1934-35—Polk County________- 172, 837 
a Me ie 1929-33—city 2-2. 9, 183 
Sioux City_------------ Nagi ce wre oabure County___- 101, 669 
Kansas: 
Wansas Citye eee Wyandotte County____-------- 141, 211 
epelca.t aay Pie owe See Shawnee County ---------=+--+ fa a8 
oles 1929-33—city_._ baie ae 7 210 
Wichita- -------------- heel eee Gounty_____ 136, 330 
Michigan: 
ROP ease slips ee ne Ham.- | 1, 698, 390 
: tramck, Highland Park, and 4 
Detroit__-.-------.---+ villages in Wayne County. 
1934-85— Wayne County___-_-_-- 1, 888, 946 
UNG hes eel te Cidy sty eat SU BS TE 156, 492 
Grand Rapids / 225 22-. =2 Kent Counbyoe. a5 eee 240, 511 
Ponte coe Sie Aro) em Cit yee ee Sea eee es aoe eee 64, 928 
Saginaweo. 2502 beh Re G22) 54 sae eae sees 80, 715 


3 Johnstown replaced Harrisburg in the group of reporting areas in 1933. 
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Cities included in plan for reporting current relief statistics and the territory and 
population to which reports relate, by geographic division; 1929-35—Continued 


Geographic division, State, and | Territory of urban area to which Ale a 
city reports relate aren 
North Central—Continued. 
Minnesota: 
Duluth 1929-33— city. = 12-2 Ut os 101, 463 
Weer Ry eae doa i oe 1934-35—St. Louis County_____| 204, 596 
1929-33—city of Minneapolis 467, 494 
Minneapolis2. = 2 22 2 and village of Edina. 
1934—35—elty...2- 2.222201 464, 356 
PS) aN og bo ean ante ee te Ramsey (ountyoees sso. =o ees. 286, 721 
Missouri: 
KeansasnCity 2. 2-2 la. - Gat Ver seyS Bis ose 2 8s ok A 399, 746 
Sto Loulsc2 ee a St. Louis—city and county _--_- it 0335/5538 
Nebraska: 
Omahas 5. 2 oe ee Doupias Coatinty 9 252225 = = 232, 982 
Ohio: 
1929-33—cities of Akron and 281, 274 
ren Cuyahoga Falls, township of 
Oe oe yr ea Tallmadge. 
1934-35—Summit County -_-_-_-_- 344, 131 
1929-33—city of Canton and 114, 054 
Cant environs, village of North 
Oe aa ee Canton. 
1934-35—Stark County_-_------ 221, 784 
Gincinnatic =) == os Hamilton! County 922 2= 2ee = = 589, 356 
Cleveland ss-s- aeee ne CuyahogaiCounty— -* Soo "ss. 2. 1, 201, 455 
Columbus “225278 se os Hrankins County == 22 ea 361, 055 
Depp Gone = $2.5 = tee oe Montgomery County___________ 273, 481 
Suainoheld 1929-33—city___.__._.._-_-____ 68, 743 
Bee eats a SRE 1934-35—Clark County__-_____- 90, 936 
aeicda ‘hipaa ae ee BED TA Oe 290, 718 
cn cut. aioe 1934-35—Lucas County --___---- 347, 709 
Vauncatern Eas meee! ere th SL eave eo! 170, 002 
aA cab ap” avec tag aap 1934-35— Mahoning County____| 236, 142 
Wisconsin: 1929-33— cities of Kenosha and 56, 765 
enone toe ee ee Prairie, town of 
1934—35— Kenosha County~____- 63, 277 
Madison <2. 250 2 DadetCoumty 22 22522. OTM ms 112, fag 
Milwaukee. oo) 032 2) 8 Milwaukee County_-_.-____--__- 725, 263 
meme Se Foe ake Racine County 25-2520 = 5 2g 90, 217 
South Atlantic and South Central: 
Alabama: 
Birmingham. Jeiulioo Jéefersdn!County_ 222250022: 431, 493 
Mobile sy4uso.) nharaels, Mobile County. 2-—-_---..222__- 118, 363 
Delaware: 
Wilmington 2.2 New Castle County-_-______-_-__- 161, 032 
District of Columbia: 
Washington __— 2200.) ta Oily ne dos oe FL OU TORY 486, 869 
Florida: 
Jacksonville___-_/______ DuvalCounty =. +-OUe aes 4! 155, 503 
inerane ss st ee Dade: County 224s. 2232 Lose 142, 955 
Georgia: 
J Mian oir te ED Re Fulton County and the part of 343, 330 
Kentucky: Atlanta in DeKalb County. 
Heniswilles: .. + Ching eh 2 see et Py is ee 307, 745 
Louisiana: 
New Orleans. = =... . 2. OnleansyParishm es 32.2 =.) eae 458, 762 
1929-33—city ______ _- _- -§- =<. 76, 655 
Shreveport. __---------- pls adtineParishe tee 124, 670 
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Cities included in plan for reporting current relief statistics and the territory and 
population to which reports relate, by geographic division; 1929-35—Continued 


Geographic division, State, and 
city 


South Atlantic and South Cen- 
tral—Continued. 
Maryland: 

Baltimore 
North Carolina: 


Asheville 


Charlotte 


Greensboro 


Winston-Salem 
Oklahoma: 


South Carolina: 
Charleston 


Tennessee: 
iRnoxyille see ae 
Memphis 


Texas: 


Virginia: 


Norfolk 


Richmond 


Roanoke 
West Virginia: 
Huntington_-_-___-_ 
Mountain and Pacifie: 
California: 


Berkeley 


Los Angeles 


Osgidands==iea— wes 


Sacramento 

San Diego 

San Francisco 
Colorado: 


Oregon: 

Portlandsc..8) snr eee 
Utah: 
Salt Lake City 
Washington: 

Seattle 


Territory of urban area to which 
reports relate 


1929-33a-—elty 2. ove Cele 
1934-85—Bunecombe County___- 
1929-33—city 
1934-35—Mecklenburg County- 
1929-383—city 2-222 sec se eRe 
1934-85—Guilford County 
1990% 33) Feitiynnet ns 49 tad Elen 
1934-35—Forsyth County____-_- 


Tulsa County 


yess Ucn Pediacie 2 ee 
1934-85—Charleston County -___ 
Knox County 
Shelby County 
Davidson County 


Dallas County 
El Paso County 
Tarrant County 
Harris County 
Dexa County. 22237 ose 


1929-33—cities of Norfolk and 
South Norfolk. 
1934-35—city__-....2-....533 
1929-33—city of Richmond and 
remainder of Henrico County 
and Chesterfield County. 
1934—35—city 2. 3 o Bae 
City 


Cabell County 


1929-33— cities of Berkeley and 
Albany. 

1934-35—combined with Oak- 
land in Alameda County. 

Los Angeles County 

1929-33—cityL 3 eee 

1934-85— Alameda County 

Sacramento County____________ 

San’ DiegotCounty 2.2... seen 

San Francisco County_________- 


Denver County 


Multnomah County 


Salt Lake County 


King County 
Pierce County 


Population 
of urban 
area 


804, 874 


111, 681 
187, 574 


62, 265 
101, 050 


155, 902 
306, 482 
222, 854 


325, 691 
131, 597 
197, 553 
359, 328 
292, 533 


137, 567 
129, 710 
239, 288 
182, 929 
69, 206 


90, 786 


208, 492 
284, 063 
474, 883 
141, 999 
209, 659 
634, 394 


287, 861 
338, 241 
194, 102 


463, 517 
163, 842 
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